
General Prayers 
 

I 

ALMIGHTY and Everlasting God, Who art worthy to be had in reverence by all the 

children of men, we give Thee most humble and hearty thanks for the innumerable blessings, 

both temporal and spiritual, which, without any merit or worthiness on our part, Thou hast 

bestowed upon us. 

We praise Thee, especially, that Thou hast preserved unto us, in their purity. Thy saving 

Word, and the sacred ordinances of Thy house. And we beseech Thee, O Lord, to grant and 

preserve unto Thy holy Church, throughout the world, purity of doctrine, and faithful pastors 

who shall preach Thy Word with power; and help all who hear, rightly to understand, and truly 

to believe the same. Be Thou the Protector and Defender of Thy people in all time of tribulation 

and danger; and may we, in communion with Thy Church, and in brotherly unity with all our 

fellow-Christians, fight the good fight of faith, and in the end receive the salvation of our souls. 

Bestow Thy grace upon all the nations of the earth. Especially do we entreat Thee to 

bless our land, and all its inhabitants, and all who are in authority. Cause Thy glory to dwell 

among us, and let mercy and truth, righteousness and peace, everywhere prevail. To this end, we 

commend to Thy care all our schools, and pray Thee to make them nurseries of useful 

knowledge and of Christian virtues, that they may bring forth the wholesome fruits of life. 

Graciously defend us from all calamities by fire and water, from war and pestilence, from 

scarcity and famine. Protect and prosper every one in his appropriate calling, and cause all useful 

arts to flourish among us. Be Thou the God and Father of the widow and the fatherless children, 

the Helper of the sick and needy, and the Comforter of the forsaken and distressed   

 

¶ Here special Supplications, Intercessions, and Prayers may be made. 

And as we are strangers and pilgrims on earth, help us by true faith and a godly life to 

prepare for the world to come; doing the work which Thou hast given us to do while it is day, 

before the night cometh when no man can work. And when our last hour shall come, support us 

by Thy power, and receive us into Thine everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 

our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without 

end. Amen. 

 

II 

ALMIGHTY God, our Heavenly Father, we, Thine unworthy servants, do give Thee 

most humble and hearty thanks for all Thy goodness and loving-kindness to us, and to all men. 

We bless Thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all, for 

Thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, for 

the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech Thee, give us that due sense of 

all Thy mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we may show forth Thy 

praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives: that walking before Thee in holiness and 

righteousness all our days, we may enjoy the testimony of a good conscience and the hope of 



Thy favor, Be sustained and comforted under the troubles of this life, and finally be received into 

Thine everlasting kingdom, through Thine infinite mercy in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

We offer unto Thee our common supplications for the good estate of Thy Church 

throughout the world; that it may be so guided and governed by Thy good Spirit, that all who 

profess themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of 

spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Send down upon all ministers of the 

Gospel, and upon all congregations committed to their charge, the healthful spirit of Thy grace, 

and that they may truly please Thee, pour upon them the continual dew of Thy blessing.  

Most heartily we beseech Thee, with Thy favor to behold the President [and Congress] of 

the United States, and all others in authority; and so replenish them with Thy grace, that they 

may always incline to Thy will, and walk in Thy way. Prosper all good counsels and all just 

works, that peace and happiness, truth and righteousness, religion and piety, may be established 

among us throughout all generations.  

We humbly entreat Thee also for all sorts and conditions of men; that Thou wouldest be 

pleased to make Thy ways known unto them, Thy saving health unto all nations. 

May it please Thee to preserve all that travel by land or water; to succor all that are in 

peril or  need; and to satisfy the wants of all Thy creatures.  

We also commend to Thy fatherly goodness all those who are in any way afflicted or 

distressed, in mind. body, or estate; that it may please Thee to comfort and relieve them 

according to their several necessities, giving them patience under their sufferings, and a happy 

issue out of all their afflictions.  

 

¶ Here special Supplications, Intercessions, and Prayers may be made. 

Hear us, most Merciful God, in these our humble requests, which we offer up unto Thee 

in the Name of Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, to Whom, with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 

honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 

III. 

MERCIFUL God, Heavenly Father, Who hast commanded us to meet together in Thy 

Name, and in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour, to ask of Thee what is requisite 

and profitable for us and for all men, and hast graciously promised to hear our prayers and grant 

our requests : We beseech Thee to pardon our sins and unrighteousness, and to quicken our 

hearts by Thy Holy Spirit that we may ask of Thee whatsoever things are needful to Thy Church 

and to all men.  

For Thy Church and people, we pray: Save and defend them from the power of those 

whom Thou hast not sent, and send them Pastors and teachers who shall faithfully seek Thy 

scattered sheep, bring them to the Lord Jesus, the Good Shepherd, and diligently build them up 

in all Thy will and pleasure, that all ungodliness and wicked works, and all heresies, schisms, 

and false religion, may be done away ; and that, in the unity of the true faith and the confession 

of Thy dear Son,   we may be one in Him, and dwell together in love, to the honor of Thy Name, 

and the good of our fellowmen.  

For all in authority, especially for all who bear rule over us, we pray: Grant that they may 

be Thine indeed, put down all evil, and uphold and further all good, that we, being delivered 

from the fear of our enemies, may serve Thee in all holiness and righteousness.  



And as it is Thy will to be a Saviour to the whole world, we also pray for all sorts and 

conditions of men : Draw to Thy dear Son those who are yet far from Him, and grant that those 

whom Thou hast drawn to Him may daily grow in grace, and in the knowledge of the Lord. 

For all who are in any trouble or sorrow, we pray: Comfort them in their distresses, and 

send them speedy deliverance out of all their afflictions; and help us to lay to heart Thy fatherly 

chastenings, that we may judge ourselves and amend our ways, that we come not under Thy 

judgments.  

Grant, also, that we, who are here assembled for Thy worship, may hold fast Thy Word, 

die unto self, and be wholly given to Thy dear Son our Saviour, Who by His bitter Sufferings and 

Death hath redeemed us from sin and condemnation, and by His glorious  Resurrection and 

Ascension hath brought us to oneness with Himself and with His Church; Who liveth and 

reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen. 


